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that this circumstance threw the mystic pro-
perties of the chain out of favour; for it was
soon after removed secretly, these writers add,
and its disappearance made the subject of much
conjecture; no one could ever ascertain by
whom it was taken, but the general belief is,
that it was conveyed away by supernatural
agency. Another marvellous story is recorded
of the Kaabah, as follows :

" A poor pilgrim, nearly famishing with
hunger, while encircling the Holy House, on
looking up towards the building observed the
water-spout of gold hanging over his head.
He prayed that his wants might be relieved,
adding, ' To Thee, O God, nothing is difficult.
At thy command, that spout of gold may
descend to my relief;' holding the skirt of his
garment to receive it, in answer to his faithful
address. The spout had been firmly fixed for
ages, yet it fell as the pilgrim finished his
prayer. He lost no time in walking away with
his valuable gift, and offered it to a merchant
for sale, who immediately recognizing the gold
spout of Kaabah, accused the pilgrim of sacri-